THANKSGIVING ASA NATIONAL HOLIDAY IN PEACE AND WAR:
Its Celebration and Its Food
VirginlaMescher

When wethink of Thanksgiving Day, weusually think of the Pilgrims, Indiansand agrest ded of food. Therehas
been acontroversy about thedate of thefirst Thanksgiving celebrationin America. Thedatesrangefrom 1513to
1621, but thedate of thefirgt thanksgiving cel ebration issecondary to the acceptance and continuation of Thanksgiving
asanationd holiday. Most of ustaketheholiday for granted and assumeit hasaways cel ebrated nationwide since
Thanksgivingwasfirst noted but thiswasnot the case.

In 1777, thethirteen colonies cel ebrated aday of thanksgiving commemorating thevictory over the British at
Saratoga, but it was only celebrated as a one time occasion. It was not until October 3, 1789, that George
Washington issued aproclamation declaring Thanksgiving day anationa holiday inremembrance of the hardships
suffered by thecitizensin thestrugglefor independence, but di ssens on between the col onies prevented the observance
from becoming areality. Different communitiescel ebrated Thanksgiving at different timesof theyear and for
different reasons, soit wasdifficult evento haveit declared astatewide holiday, muchlesshavedl the statesagree
on aspecificday for the celebration of Thanksgiving asnational holiday. Many Americansdid not think that the
hardships the colonistssuffered were deserving of national statusand even Thomas Jefferson condemned national
recognitionin both of histermsof office and no other president deemed it necessary to nationalizethe holiday.

Sarah JosephaHale, editor of Godey'sLadies Book, should begiven credit for the establishment of Thanksgiving
asanational holiday. Asearly as1827 she began aone-woman crusadeto have Thanksgiving celebrated asa
national holiday. In her book, Northwood, shewrote, “Wehavetoo few holidays. Thanksgiving likethe Fourth
of July should be considered anationd festival and observed by dl our people. . . asan exponent of our Republican
ingtitutions.” Using the magazinesthat sheedited, Ladies Magazne and Godey’s Lady’s Book, as platformsfor
her crusade, she continued to campaign for Thanksgiving asanational holiday. In 1835, shewrote, “Thereisa
deep mora influenceinthese periodica seasonsof regoicing, inwhichwholecommunitiesparticipate. They bring
out, and together, asit were, the best sympathiesin our natures.” She viewed the nationwide celebration asa
logica bond of theUnion.

In 1847, Sarah beganin earnest her promotion of Thanksgiving Day. She petitioned presidentsand thegovernors
of al thestatesand territoriesto establish acommon day in whichto cel ebrate Thanksgiving. Sheadvocated, like
Washington, that the last Thursday of November should be set asidefor theday. Inthe January 1847 issue of
Godey's, shewrote, “We have but two holidaysthat wecan cal entirely national. TheNew Year isaholiday toall
theworld, and Chrismasto al Christiansbut the‘ Fourth of July’ and‘ Thanksgiving Day’ can only beenjoyed by
Americans. Theannua observance of Thanksgiving Day was, to be sure, mostly confined to the New England
States, till withinafew years. Weareglad to seethisgood old puritan custom isbecoming popular throughout the
Union. .. Would the next Thanksgiving might be observed in all the states on the sameday. Then, thoughthe
membersthe samefamily betoo far separated to meet around onefestive board, they would havethegratification
of knowing, that al wereenjoyingtheblessingsof theday. .. The‘Lady’sBook’ then suggeststhat, fromthisyesr,
1847, henceforth and forever, aslong asthe Union endures, thelast Thursday in November bethe DAY set apart
by every Statefor itsannual Thanksgiving. Will not thewhol e press of the country advocate this suggestion?’
Every year after that, beginning in June or July, shewould announcein her editorialsin Godey’s, the progress
toward her god of national acceptance. In November 1851, she offered the governorsof the thirty-one statesand
territoriestheopportunity to proclamaThanksgiving day. Shewrote, “Wehopethismonthwill bethecommencement



of thisuniversal observance; thefirst year of the haf century isagood starting point. Now we havetwenty-three
millionsof peopleto enjoy thefestival; at the close of the century therewill, probably, beahundred million.” Over
theyears, shewrote hundredsof |ettersin her quest and in October 1852, she announced that twenty-nine states
(all except Virginiaand Vermont) and al theterritories, in 1851, had cel ebrated Thanksgiving on the same day.

Sarah continuedto report the progressof her quest. In 1859, shebdieved that the nationd celebration of Thanksgiving
would bring the Union together and avert war. 1nher September 1859 editorial, Sarah stated, “If every state
would joininUnion Thanksgiving on the 24th of thismonth, wouldit not be arenewed pledge of loveand loydty
of the Constitution of the United Stateswhich guarantees peace, prosperity, progressand perpetuity to our great
Republic?’ Inthat year, thirty statesand two territories (Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, M assachusetts,
Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South
Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, Tennessee, K entucky, Ohio,
Michigan, Indiana, lllinais, lowa, Wisconsin, Minnesota, California, Kansas Territory, Nebraska Territory, and
District of Columbia) celebrated Thanksgiving Day on thelast Thursday of November. 1n November 1860, she
reported that Americansin European citiescelebrated Thanksgiving Day. Withwar looming on the horizon, her
pleain1860wasthat dl the Statesand Territorieshold their Thanksgiving onthat day [thelast Thursday in November]
therewould beacompletemora and social reunion of the people of Americain 1860 and would it not bea“good
omen for the perpetua political union of the States?” Her vaiant effortsand pleasto establish anational day of
thanksgiving and for the preservation of the Union did not stem thetide of war.

War did not stop Sarahin her relentless crusadefor anational day of thanksgiving and shewanted it declared a
nationa holiday inorder to assurethe observance every year. Shebegged, in her November 1861, editorial for
aThanksgiving Day of Peace, pleading that “welay aside our enmitiesand strifes[sic] . . . onthisoneday.” In
1863 her quest was met with success. The Union had recently won the battle of Gettysburg and Sarah visited
Lincoln, pleading her cause. Her editorial in the September, 1863, issue of Godey’s contained afervent and
patriotic plea, “to offer God our tribute of joy and gratitudefor the blessingsof theyear.” Shea so suggested that
aproclamation should beissued by the President of the United Statesand then be applied by the governorsof each
state. Together with the Gettysburg victory and her editorial, Lincoln was prompted to issue aproclamation on
October 3, 1863, setting asidethelast Thursday in November asday of national Thanksgiving. Hisproclamation
read in part: “Inthemidst of acivil war of unequaled magnitude and severity, which has sometimes seemed to
foreign statesto inviteand to provokethelr aggression, peace has been preserved with all nations, order hasbeen
maintained, the laws have been respected and obeyed, and harmony has prevailed everywhere, except inthe
theater of military conflict, whilethat theater hasbeen greatly contracted by theadvancing armiesand naviesof the
Union...

... | dothereforeinvitemy fellow citizensin every part of the United States, and al so thosewho are at
seaand thosewho are sojourning inforeign lands, to set gpart and observethelast Thursday of November next as
aday of thanksgiving and praiseto our beneficent Father who dwellethintheheavens.” Eventhough Lincoln had
declared the day to be celebrated asanation, his proclamation wasnot upheldinthe Confederate statesand Sarah
would havetowait until war’send to see her dream realized.

In her editorial of November 1865, Sarah rejoiced in the celebration of Thanksgiving asanational holiday. She
stated, “ Our annual Thanksgiving Day - thelast Thursday in November - isnear at hand. Then, throughout the
length and breadth of our Great Republic, the song of peace may be chanted, and good-will or union, asthefruit
of peace, should it not bethe key-noteto sound our joy and rejoicing over thewideworld.”

“. .. Hitherto the observance of theday hasbeen circumscribed. To the Eastern colonieswe must look for
thebeginning of thiscustom. ThePRilgrim Fathersincorporated ayearly thanksgiving day among themord influences
they sent over tothe New World. After our Independencethelight crept dowly onward and westward, broken by



State enactmentsinto starsthat glimmered at different timesand at distant intervals; yet till it blessed and beautified
thehomesit reached, thus suggesting its shine out together and makejoy and thanksgiving throughout United
America. Itwould belikeanew revelation of dayspring fromon high. And now thetimeand day arecome.”

“... Thusour ownideal of AMERICAN THANKSGIVING FESTIVAL will beredlized, aswedescribed
itin1860. The 30" of November 1865, will bring the consummeation. ‘ Onthat DAY our citizens, whether intheir
own pleasant homes, or inthedistant regionsof Orienta despotism, will observeit - on board every ship where our
flag floatstherewill beaday of gladness. . . and in our Great Republic, from the St. John’sto the Rio Grande, from
the AtlantictothePeacific, al our people, asone Brotherhood, will rgjoi cetogether, and give thanksto God for our
Nationd, Stateand Family blessings.”

THANKSGIVING CELEBRATIONS

Thanksgiving hasbeen atraditional day to givethanks, to enjoy the company of friendsand family, and abountiful
med. PilgrimHall Museumin Plymouth, M assachusetts, suggested that thanksgiving celebrations could bedivided
intothreedigtinctivetypes: aharvest celebration for bountiful crops, which wasnot intended to bean annua event;
areligiousobservanceusudly caled a® Day of Thanksgiving” and usudly cdled by areligiousleader; and aspecid
day of thanksgiving proclaimed by acivic community to celebrateamomentousevent such asvictory in battleor
theending of awar. All of these eventsare celebrated at onetime or another, but our modern Thanksgiving Day
seemsto haveincorporated some aspects of each type.

CharlesMackay, an Englishman, described in hisbook, Lifeand Liberty in America, atypica Thanksgiving Day
inAmerica. “Thanksgiving-day isgenerally fixedin November, and correspondsinitsfestive character to the
celebration of Christmasin England. The people shut up their storesand places of business; go to church, chapd,
or conventiclein theforenoon of afternoon, or both, and devote the remainder of the day to such social pleasure
andjollity asthe custom of the place may sanction. Thedinner, at whichisthepiécederigueur isroast turkey, is
thegreat event of theday. Asroast beef and plum pudding are upon Christmas-day in Old England, soisturkey
upon Thanksgiving-day among the descendant of the Puritansin New England. “

Numerous poems have been writtenin honor of Thanksgiving Day but perhapsthe most well knownis“A Boy’s
Thanksgiving.” Itisprobably morefamiliar asthe song “Over the River and ThroughtheWood..” LydiaMaria
Child wasthe author and it was published in 1844 in Flowersfor Children, Volume2. Theorigina poemwas
twelve stanzas but the song only incorporated six stanzas. Therewasno information found asto when or who set
thepoemto music.

A Boy'sThanksgiving
Over theriver, and through thewood, Over theriver, and through thewood
to Grandfather’s house we go; oh, how thewind does blow!
the horse knowstheway to carry thesleigh It stingsthetoesand bitesthe nose,
through the white and drifted snow. asover theground wego.
Over theriver, and through thewood, Over theriver, and through the wood.
to Grandfather’shouse away! withaclear bluewinter sky.
Wewould not stop for doll or top, Thedogsdo bark and the children hark,

for'tisThanksgiving Day. aswegojingling by.



Over theriver, and through thewood, Over theriver, and through thewood

to haveafirst rate play. and straight through the barnyard gate.
Hear thebellsring, “ Ting aling ding!” We seem to go extremely slow

Hurray for Thanksgiving Day! itisso hard towait!

Over theriver, and through thewood Over theriver, and through thewood

no matter for windsthat blow; Old Jowler hearsour bells,

Or if we get the dleigh upset He shakes his paw with aloud bow wow,
into abank of snow. and thusthe newshetells.

Over theriver, and through thewood, Over theriver, and through thewood

to seelittle Johnand Ann; when Grandmother seesuscome,
Wewill kissthem all, and play snowball Shewill say, “ O, dear, thechildren are here,
and stay aslong aswe can. bring piefor everyone.”

Over theriver, and through thewood, Over theriver, and through the wood

trot fast my dapple gray! now Grandmotherscap | spy!

Spring over the ground like ahunting hound! Hurrah for thefun! Isthe pudding done?
For’tisThanksgiving Day. Hurrahfor the pumpkin pie!

Therewasonetradition of Thanksgiving that isusually associated with aHalloween custom. [Seethearchived
articlein“Virginia'sVeranda’ on Halloween Customs,] Anlrishtradition, called “a souling” took placeon Al
Soul’sday when children would dressupin cast off clothing and beg door to door for contributionsto the poor.
The English celébration of Guy Fawkes Day or “Pope sDay” borrowed from the I rish custom but the observance
of Guy Fawkes Day in Americaseemed to have ceased around thetime of the Revolution. About thesametime,
inNew York and Brooklyn, often children of poorer Catholic familieswould dressin ragged costumesand go door
to door begging on Thanksgiving Day. The practice soon spread to children from all backgrounds and costumes
became morefancier and the celebrants, rowdier. By 1881, the streetsof New York and other largecitiesrang
with theexploitsand pranksof the* ragamuffins’ and city officia swereat alossto stem theriotousbehavior. In
1924 Macy’s Department Store, in New York City, established the tradition of an annual Thanksgiving Day
paradein hopesto control the out of control actionsof the cel ebrants. Despitethe parade, the practice of begging
treatsin Thanksgiving Day continued but with the advent of the Depression in the 1930s, when Thanksgiving
begging wasdiscouraged. Thechildren, needingasimilar outlet, resumed the*trick or treet” tradition on Halloween.

THE THANKSGIVING FEAST

Thanksgiving is often associated with agroaning table of food but the menu depended on theregion, ethnic
background, and theavailability of specificfoods. Littleprimary documentation indicate exact foods served at the
origina Thanksgivingmeda. AccordingtothePilgrimHall Museum, thereareonly two primary sourcesthat discuss
foodinrelationtothe 1621 celebration. Edward Wind ow wrotethat fowl (thetype not specified) and deer, but no
other foodswere mentioned. William Bradford included thefollowing foodsin hisrecollections, Of Plymouth
Plantation and wrotethat cod, bassand other fishwere served aswell aswater fowl, wild turkeys, and venison.
Therewasal so about apeck of meal per week for each personin addition to Indian corn.

In 1779, Juliana Smith described her Thanksgiving meal and roast beef, venison, roast pork, roast turkey, good,
pigeon pasties[pi€], vegetables, mince pie, appletarts, Indian pudding, cider, suet pudding, dried plumsand



cherries, preserved and ginger werea | mentioned.

DianaAppe baum quoted Reverend Samuel Lowrie of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; hewrote about hismemories of
hisfirst Thanksgiving Day asaboy of seven. “Thepart assgned to mewasto bastetheturkey, which wasroasting
inareflector oven beforetheopen gratefireplace. .. Thecanned oystersthat camefrom Baltimorewereproperly
cookedand served ... Therewere, of course, pumpkin pieand apple butter and, also sweet cider . . . “

IntheLadies Repositoryin 1848, a Thanksgiving dinner wasdescribed. Turkey, savory ham, broiled chickens,
chicken pies, cranberry and apple sauces, pickled beets, peppers, cucumbers, potatoes, roast apples, wheat
bread, butter, cheese, suckatash [sic], plum and custard pudding, appleand mince pies, and greenteawason that
particular menu.

Sarah Hale devoted an entire chapter in Northwood to Thanksgiving dinner. Someof thefoods mentionedinthe
dinner description were: roasted turkey with asavory stuffing, sirloin of beef, leg of pork, loin of mutton, gravy, a
goose, ducklings, chicken pie(described in detail), pickles, preserves, butter, wheat bread, vegetables (no specific
oneswere mentioned), plum pudding, pumpkin pie, several rich cakes, sweetmeat (sweet pickles), fruits, wines,
ginger-beer, and coffee. No specific Thanksgiving menuswerefound in Godey'sor Peterson'sbut somedinners
were briefly described inthefiction of the magazinesor inbooks. Onedinner wasdescribedin® Thanksgiving” by
S. G. B.intheNovember 1863 issueof “ Godey's. Inthisstory, the piesseemed to be the most important item of
themeal with cranberry tarts, and pumpkin, apple, grape, mince, lemon, custard and chicken pies mentioned.

InBarry Gray’ sbook, Out of Town, therewere several chapterson Thanksgiving Day. Inadiscussion of an old-
fashioned Thanksgiving medl, aroasted turkey wasrequired. A largenumber of vegetables, piesof mince, pumpkin
and apple, saucersof caves feet jelly, dishesof apples, raisins, walnutsalso graced thetable. 1nanother chapter,
theorigin of Thanksgiving wasexplained with remarkson how the holiday was nationalized.

A Thanksgiving menu wasfound in Buckeye Cookery and Practical Housekeeping, publishedin 1877. The
following menu presented possible salectionsfor aThanksgiving dinner but it isdoubtful that every itemlisted was
served at onemeal. Onewill noticethat agreat many of the disheswere preserved mests, vegetables, dried fruits,
fruit preserves, picklesand relishes, root vegetabl esor late maturing vegetablesthat would have been till available
inNovember.

“THANKSGIVING DINNERS. — Oyster soup; boiled fresh cod with egg sauice, roast turkey, cranberry
sauce; roast goose, bread sauce or currant jelly; stuffed ham, apple sauce or jelly; pork and beans; mashed
potatoesand turnips, delicate cabbage, canned tomatoes and corn, baked sweet potatoes, boiled onions, salsify,
macaroni and cheese; brown bread and superior biscuit; |obster salad; pressed beef, cold corned beef, tongue;
celery, cream daw; watermelon, peach, pear, or apple sweet-pickles, mangoes| stuffed and pickled young melons,
bell peppers, peaches, or cucumbers], cucumbers, chow-chow, and tomato catsup; stewed peachesor prunes;
doughnutsand ginger cakes, mince, pumpkin, and peach pies; plum and boiled Indian puddings; apple, cocoa-nut,
or dmond tarts; vanillaice-cream; old-fashioned loaf cake, pound cake, black cake, white perfection cake, ribbon
cake, almond layer cake; citron, peach, plum, or cherry preserves; apples, oranges, figs, grapes, raisins, and nuts,
teaand coffee.



THANKSGIVING AMONG THE TROOPSINTHE CIVIL WAR

A discussion of Thanksgiving in the 1860s
would not be complete without somemention & T L
of how the soldierscelebrated Thanksgiving f B .-:Lj £ _;~ 1~r W |y i
duringthewar. TheTribute Book devoted an 3’ g - ST
entire chapter on Thanksgiving Day, 1864 in a3, | Bellsd Inrkey, iy
thearmy, navy and hospitads. Although Lincoln D R Mo Ted s
proclaimed Thanksgiving to be a national ~ .4f B Opsterpie. : \
holiday, itwesnot cdetratedthemilitaryin1863. /= & . e e el \-.. :
Some units did organize and prepare special i e o B i
dinners, but it was not widespread. 1n 1864, Rty 4] Do e Feat g .' {11
the Union League club of New York City : ‘(;f ', _ '
collected money in order to provide a ‘r*' T ——.
Thanksgiving dinner for Union soldiersand ki*;,_. :e':.\_ i ;“h ‘:‘
sdlors. They published thefollowing plea, “\We TR = .\ —% — "
desire that on the twenty-fourth day of A STLOTHNS ML 6F #4ics PO THANDSIHYING DAT.
November, thereshdl beno soldier inthe Army
of the Potomac, the James, the Shenandoah, and no sailor in the North Atlantic Squadron who doesnot receive
tangible evidencethat thosefor whom heisperiling hislife, remember him. ..

We ask primarily for donations of cooked poultry and other proper meats, aswell asfor mince pies,
sausagesandfruits. .. Tothosewho areunableto send donationsin kind, we appeal for generous contributions

inmoney.”

TheUnion Leaguewassuccessful initsmission: they collected over $57,000 which purchased 146,586 pounds of
poultry and money from donations purchased an additiona 225,000 poundsof poultry. Donationsof largequantities
of other meats, cakes, gingerbread, pickles, apples, vegetables, cheeses, and mince pieswereval ued at $150,000.
Theexpresscompaniesdid not chargefor shipping theboxesof holiday delightstothesoldiers. Adams Express
delivered sixty tonsof Thanksgiving suppliesto soldiersfromBoston. Peoplefrom Maine shipped thirteen hundred
packagesto Pensacola, Florida. The Christian Commission supplied the campsand hospitalsof Pittsburgh with
two hundred barrel s of apples, ten barrelsof canned fruit, and mince-meat for six thousand pies.

One newspaper wrote, “ L et usturn from the screaming of one American bird [the eagl €] to the slaughter and
roasting of another . .. Notent should bewithout that noblebird[aturkey] for aThanksgiving feast. Theyoung
menwho will recall onthat day theloved facesaround thefiresde at home, thegamesof bal onvillagegreens, the
shooting-matches, the skating frolicson Northern ponds, the deighing partiesover New England hills, thedancein
theevening, thedear * girlsthey left behind them,” must not Sit down to a Thanksgiving dinner of hard tack and salt
pork ... Puta‘drum-stick’ inevery fist for another purposethan to beat thelongroall ... “

Captain George F. Noys, the purveyor of the Army of the Shenandoah which was commanded by Phil Sheridan,
supplied the soldierswith fifty thousand turkeyson Thanksgiving eve. Not having enough spitsor any tinkitchens,
did not stop the preparation of thefeast inthearmy camps. Theturkeyswere boiled or stewed but thelack of a
properly roasted turkey did not lessen theenjoyment. Onesoldier wrote, “Itisn’'t theturkey, but theideathat we
carefor.”

Soldiersinthearmiesof the James and Potomac enjoyed three hundred thousand pounds of turkey aswell as
dough-nuts, pea-nuts, pickles, apples, gingerbread, onions, tapioca, turnips, and other vegetabl es, sent by the



home-front population. Periodicasandreligioustractswere a so included with thefood.

The soldiersinthe hospitalswere not forgotten. The commissary sergeant of the 143 PennsylvaniaVolunteers
wrote athank you note for the enormous amount contributed by the people from home. They received one
hundred sixty-eight pounds of roasted turkeysand chickens, one hundred ninety-e ght pounds of Spitzenberg
apples, akeg of applebutter, twenty pounds of cakes, nine minced pies, and eighty-four pounds of vegetabl es.

Some soldierswrote hometo loved ones about how Thanksgiving was cel eébrated among thetroops. Inoneletter
totheeditor of Plymouth’sThe Old Colony Memorial newspaper, asoldier sent adescription of an 1861 celebration
inNewport News, Virginia. Thewriter described thehall and wrotethefollowing, “Weactually sat downtoa
tablewith awhitecloth, loaded with all manner of good things, and handled knives, forksand spoons, likecivilized
men. Moreover, those who wanted it, drank cider out of atumbler. The men ate heartily, and yet seemed to
remember that too great achange of diet would beinjurious. Turkey, chicken pie, and pudding disappeared. . .

Harlow Vaeof the 124" lllinois Infantry wrote home from Henry County, I1linois, in 1861, “ You ask how | spent
Thanksgiving well | had — abully dinner, hard bread, salt pork or bacon aswecall it & coffee. That wasthe
extent of my thanksgiving dinner, during theday | thought of you a homehaving your nicedinners& wishing maybe
that you might present aplateto someof us soldiersfilled with someof your owngoodies. . .

Zebhina. Bickford of the 6" Vermont Infantry wrotefrom Camp Griffin, Virginia: “ Thanksgiving supper isover.
You can’'timaginewhat alot of finethingswe had for supper, so| must tell you. Inthefirst placewehad apiece
of sour bread and st pork. Thisiswhat weusualy haveathoughthebreadisnot dwayssour ... After thebread
and meat | had some of mother’s cookies and doughnutsthat camein our box. They tasted agood deal like
Vermont victuas”

Sargent W. A. Slocum of the 9" Maine Regiment wrotein 1862, “ Thanksgiving isover and | expect theyoung
folks had agrand time at home. We did not get ours until last night [November 25]. Werec'd 4 turkeys, 6
chickensand 3 duckswhich made of avery good supper, but don’t you think | lost al of mine. | wastaken sick
inthenight.”

In 1863, Lieutenant A. Mason of the 38" Massachusetts, wrote from Baton Rouge, Louisiana, “ Thedinner passed
off ingrand styleand no one got drunk though many toastsweregiven. .. Our appetites had been sharpened by
avery pleasant ride of somethreehours. .. Most of the companieshad some extradish for Dinner and onthe
wholethanksgivinginthe 38" waswell marked.”

On November 27, 1863 the Peoria Morning Mail contained a piece on Thanksgiving Day. “To-day the great
heart of the peopleof thenorthislifted upinreverenceand ThanksgivingtotheLord of Hosts. . . 1t[Thanksgiving
Day] hassurvived thevicissitudesof fortune, thechangesof circumstances, and promoted by acareer of prosperity
and abundance, itsannua recurrence hasever been onenot of mereformality, but of genuine heartfelt Thanksgiving.
To-day eveninthemidst of fraterna strife, inthetumult of contention, national discord and civil war, it comesto us
nonethelesshallowed and blessed. For it speaksto the heart hopefor thetimewhen thesethingsshal ceasetobe,
when acountry re-united and prosperousshall againblessus. . . 1t suggestsafuturefilled not withthedin of battle,
themighty tread of contending armies, and loved onesdistant, suffering and dying, but it whispersto the heart hope
of pleasant and peaceful associations, domestic re-unionsand happy homes. . .

To-day al gradesof society unitein one common tributeto Heaven for the blessingswith whichwe have
beenfavoredintheyear that haspassed. .. Thanksgivingisoneof thecommon levelersof mankind. Thehighand
thelow, therichand the poor dlike. .. at thesamealter, chant the same hymn of praise, and unitein the same



supplicationsto the Great Dispenser of mercies. ..
L et states, towns, and citiesjoininthanksgivingand praise. . .”

TheNashville Daily Union, on November 24, 1864 pleaded with the population, while giving thanksfor the
“bounteousand overflowing harvests’ not to forget the suffering of the poor and grieving. “Andwhilein thousands
of homesthe day will passwith mirth and pleasure, we hopethose who are suffering will not beforgotten. The
consciousness of kind deeds performed, of heartsmade glad, and will add akeenrelishto all the pleasuresof the
day ... Let someconcerted action. .. betaken andtheday will be made aThanksgiving day indeed.”

Har per’sWeekly printed many illustrations and referencesto Thanksgiving Day both before and during thewar
years. IntheNovember 29, 1862 an engraving of Thanksgivingin Camp waspublished. Menwereesting fishand
hardtack and the sutler’ sstore advertised pies, herring, and cider. Noturkey wasinsight. The December 5, 1863
issueof Har per’'s\Weekly was devoted amost entirely to Thanksgiving Day, with numerous pictures, poemsand
storieson Thanksgiving. The December 3, 1864 issuefollowed the sameform.

Appdbaum dsoincluded somesoldiers descriptionsof Thanksgivinginher book. Rev. H. Clay Trumbull, chaplain
of the 10" Connecticut wrote, “[the men] serioudly requested to cel ebrate Thanksgiving Day. 1t seemed hardly
lessthanamockery ... friendsof the soldiersof Connecticut sent to the regiment agood supply of turkeysand
cranberries, of applesand hickory nuts. . . “

After afeast, there were other activitiesenjoyed by the celebrants. Apparently, football isnot just amodern
Thanksgivingtradition. A soldier froman Indianaregiment wrote, “Wehad an excel lent dinner here Thanksgiving
Day, turkey, chicken pies, cakes, nuts, applesand everything nice. We havethebest kind of times. Wehaveafoot
ball and we have agood deal of funwithit. Theboysareinagamenow.” Therewerealso referencesto ball
games, dances, ballsand musical entertainment.

Since Thanksgiving, in the mid-nineteenth century, had been primarily aNew England holiday, therewaslittle
referenceto specia Thanksgiving Day celebrationsin southern newspapers but thanksgiving proclamationsand
sermonswere mentioned. The Bellville Countryman on December 4, 1861, indicated that Thanksgiving Day
was generally observed by the citizens and most attended services; therewas adinner with music and the day
ended withaCalico Ball. OnNovember 27,1861, the DallasHerald stated that the Governor of Texasdeclared
that November 28 be ageneral day of thanksgiving for the many blessing of thelast ten months of war. The
Charleston Mercury, on September 17, 1862 reported that Jefferson Davis proclaimed that September 18, 1862
be observed as a Day of Thanksgiving for the Confederate triumphs and the order of service wasincluded.
Although some southern newspapersdid report Thanksgiving Day observances, diariesand | ettersof civiliansdid
not contain referencesfor any specia servicesor mealsin observance of Thanksgiving.

Thanksgiving continued to be celebrated by the nation onthelast Thursday of November until 1939, when Franklin
Roosevet changed day of celebrationto thethird Thursday of November. Store merchants petitioned the President
the makethe change, so therewould be more shopping days between Thanksgiving and Christmas. Thischange
outraged many Americansandin protest they continuedto celebrate Thanksgiving onthelast Thursday of November.
In the spring of 1941, Roosevelt admitted that a mistake had been made, and shifted the holiday back to the
origina day of thelast Thursday in November.

Our nationa observanceof Thanksgiving Day resulted from along struggle of onewoman. 1n 1863, her |abors
succeeded and by aproclamation by Lincoln, it wasmadeanationa holiday. Although Thanksgiving Day ismore
associated with the Pilgrims, it should be remembered asaholiday that came of ageto anation during the Civil
Wer.
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