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Flying Machine or Flying Top

Many styles of flying machines or flying tops were found in period references.  Many were similar
to the spool flying machines and others were plain such as the nineteenth century illustration below.
Notice the toy in child’s back pocket.  There is no evidence of a spool or string which would indicate
that it was a spool flying machine.

There is also a mention of a “flying top” in the September 29, 1866, issue of Scientific American
which stated:

“The flying top is a good illustration of the propeller
screw.  Released from the shaft on which it is made to
revolve, it flies whirling at an angle through the air until
its momentum is lost, when back it comes, returning to
the operator for a new start.”

Finally, we have a picture of a later example of a flying top which is
similar in appearance to the toy we carry. An illustration, directions for
making this style were found in the May 1, 1913, Youth’s Companion.


